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REMARKS ON THE PASSING OF 
WALTER SHORENSTEIN 

HON. NANCY PELOSI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Ms. PELOSI. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
in remembrance of Walter Shorenstein. When 
word of Walter’s passing came to the Capitol, 
sadness was felt throughout this building. Not 
only did we lose a great American, but for 
many of us in public office, we lost a great 
friend. We shared stories of Walters’s life and 
his legacy. 

Before I left Washington last Friday, I re-
ceived messages from all over; from Members 
of Congress and from people around the 
country. On my way home to California this 
weekend, I went to four states, and in every 
state I heard stories about Walter. I hope it is 
a comfort to the Shorenstein family that so 
many people share their loss and respect their 
father. 

The outpouring of respect and affection for 
Walter Shorenstein brings to mind a passage 
from Ecclesiasticus, ‘‘Now let us praise great 
men the heroes of our nation. They led the 
people by their counsel and their knowledge of 
the laws. From their font of wisdom, they gave 
instruction. These are godly men whose right-
eous deeds have not been forgotten. Their 
wealth is their descendants and their inherit-
ance is their children’s children. Their bodies 
are buried in peace and their names will live 
forever. The people will tell of their wisdom 
and the congregation will continue to sing their 
praise.’’ 

I want to praise Walter as a patriot and a 
patriarch. He loved America and served his 
country his entire life. In the Air Force in World 
War II, as a civic leader, and as a philan-
thropist, he worked to strengthen our Nation. 

Walter knew that our democracy depended 
on people having a chance to get ahead. In 
that respect he was a democrat with the small 
‘‘d.’’ He practiced this in his professional life 
and advocated this as public policy, and in 
that respect he was a Democrat with a capital 
‘‘D.’’ It was also part of his family tradition. He 
always smiled with pride talking about Hyman 
Shorenstein, his uncle, and the Democratic 
boss of Brooklyn for over 30 years. He even 
told me on a number of occasions that to 
cross Hyman, you might be ‘‘Shorensteined.’’ 
In other words, it was a verb. 

Walter understood how essential freedom of 
the press was to our democracy. With that in 
mind he founded the Joan Shorenstein Center 
for Press, Politics and Public Policy. He 
brought together great minds on the subject 
and honored Joan’s understanding on the re-
lationship between the press, at which she ex-
celled, and power, which she covered. 

Walter understood power and was an advi-
sor and friend to Democratic Presidents Lyn-
don Johnson, Jimmy Carter and Bill Clinton. 
He was also a friend and advisor to many who 
aspired to be president, too numerous to men-
tion. 

He had a special relationship with Secretary 
Hillary Clinton, and Ted Kennedy was family. 
His leadership was acknowledged and praised 
by President Barack Obama. 

Much has been said about how generous 
Walter was financially to political causes. He 
was also a great intellectual resource and 
mentor. He was politically astute and his views 
were respected. 

My colleagues in Congress, such as Con-
gressman GEORGE MILLER, Congresswoman 
ANN ESHOO, Congressman JOHN GARAMENDI 
often spoke of how prepared you had to be 
when you went to visit Walter. You always left 
with words of wisdom, and assigned reading. 

Walter wasn’t always easy. He was very 
competitive. We always knew that on our visits 
and our phone calls, we’d be challenged. And 
the most annoying part was that Walter was 
always right. 

Walter was successful because he was 
smart and he was always ready for the task 
ahead. When we would ask him what he 
thought about bringing the Democratic Con-
vention to San Francisco, my running for Con-
gress or for leadership, Walter would say, 
‘‘Just do it.’’ Walter coined that phrase well be-
fore Nike did. And when Walter said ‘‘just do 
it,’’ he would also say, ‘‘I will help make it hap-
pen.’’ You knew you would succeed with Wal-
ter at your side. 

Walter was a patriarch to the community, 
but what mattered most to him was to be a 
devoted father to his family. Today as we pay 
tribute to Walter, we must also remember 
Phyllis and her quiet, dignified, and strong de-
meanor. If anyone wanted to see the powerful 
Walter Shorenstein melt, they just needed to 
see him around Phyllis. 

Everyone knows how much he loved his 
children: Joan, Carole, and Doug, and he 
glowed with pride in their success. They hon-
ored their parent’s traditions, which included 
making their own extraordinary mark on the 
world. And he loved his grandchildren Sarah, 
Wally, Grace, Brandon, Sandra and Danielle. 
What a great legacy you all are to Phyllis and 
Walter. 

Walter Shorenstein died as he had lived: 
surrounded by his family and loved ones, in 
charge of his own situation, and ready. Now 
that he has passed, we take comfort that his 
spirit is with Joan and Phyllis. 

Patriot, patriarch, especially family man and 
friend, today Walter Shorenstein is mourned 
and praised across the country. But he is es-
pecially mourned in the community of San 
Francisco, where we knew him the best and 
loved him the most. He had a wonderful life. 
May he rest in peace. 

f 

HONORING MR. LEONARD M. 
SCIOLINO 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. HIGGINS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor and congratulate the work of Leonard 

M. Sciolino upon his retirement as Director of 
the City of Buffalo’s Division of Parking En-
forcement. 

A very good friend, Lenny has had a long 
and successful career in public service. Lenny 
started as a staffer at the Buffalo Common 
Council, serving under then-Council President 
George K. Arthur. It was in this position that 
I came to know Lenny well, as he served as 
a council staffer during my full tenure as South 
District Councilmember, from 1988 to 1993. 

Following the successful election of Tony 
Masiello as Mayor of Buffalo, Lenny was ap-
pointed to his current position, where he has 
been the architect of many technological ad-
vances. 

As a member of the International Parking In-
stitute Lenny has participated in numerous 
Central Business District Surveys and Parking 
Studies citywide and nationally. In addition, 
Lenny pursued and implemented numerous 
technological changes in his department, in-
cluding Optical Imaging and Scanning and 
solar-powered pay stations with radio fre-
quency. 

Active in the Democratic Party for many 
years, Lenny has served as a committeeman, 
a city Zone Chairman, and has involved him-
self in dozens of local campaigns. 

Lenny has many things for which he is very 
proud, but his proudest accomplishments are 
those involving his family. Lenny and his wife 
Linda are the parents of sons Lenny III, and 
Kevin, and are proud grandparents of four 
grandchildren, Lenny IV, Milena and 
Francesca, and Jack. 

Madam Speaker, I hope that you and our 
colleagues in the House will join me in wishing 
Godspeed to Len Sciolino upon the occasion 
of his retirement, and wishing Len, Linda and 
the entire Sciolino family the best of health in 
the months and years to come. 

f 

HONORING RICK ALGERT UPON 
HIS RETIREMENT 

HON. LOIS CAPPS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today I rise 
to pay tribute to Rick Algert on the occasion 
of his retirement after 20 years as Harbor Di-
rector and Harbormaster for the City of Morro 
Bay. He is truly an asset to our local commu-
nity and his excellent work is reflected in 
Morro Bay’s Harbor. 

Mr. Algert has spent much of his life on the 
coast and in the City of Morro Bay. He grew 
up in Fallbrook, California and came to Morro 
Bay from the City of Eureka. Prior to that he 
lived in the City of Santa Barbara, where he 
attended the University of California and re-
ceived a degree in Business. Rick and his wife 
Nancy have three children; Bridgett, Paul and 
Jamie. 

Mr. Algert is deeply familiar with the work-
ings of Morro Bay. He has been involved with 
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almost every essential aspect of the Harbor’s 
functioning over the last two decades. He was 
responsible for developing and implementing 
several major projects in the Harbor, including 
the reconstruction of the South T-Pier, rebuild-
ing the Beach Street slips, dredging the City 
Mooring area, the North T-Pier re-decking 
project, and the Fisherman’s Gear Storage 
building. 

Mr. Algert has also been the voice of the 
Harbor and has been its tireless advocate at 
the local, state and federal levels. He has 
been instrumental in keeping the City Council 
abreast of important issues like economic de-
velopment and federal dredging dollars. And 
he was a consistent advocate for our local 
fishing families, representing their views at 
meetings throughout the country. Finally, he 
maintained a balanced budget and aimed to 
provide the highest level of service and effi-
ciency from the Harbor Department and Har-
bor Patrol, and he did so with no revenue de-
rived from taxes, which stands as a testament 
to his skill as a public servant. 

I commend Mr. Algert’s gift of talent, pas-
sion, and his devotion to service. His work has 
been central to helping our waterfront commu-
nities flourish in difficult times. I feel deeply 
honored to share this community with Rick 
Algert and I have seen first hand the effect of 
his work on Morro Bay. I wish him much hap-
piness and much deserved relaxation in retire-
ment, knowing fully that he will remain deeply 
connected to our community, its businesses, 
Harbor tenants and boat owners. 

f 

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED 
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to 
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors 
from making expenditures with respect to 
such elections, and to establish additional 
disclosure requirements with respect to 
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Chair, I rise in support 
of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is Strengthened 
by Casting Light on Spending in Elections, or 
DISCLOSE Act. This legislation addresses se-
rious concerns raised by the recent Supreme 
Court ruling in Citizens United v. FEC by in-
creasing transparency in our electoral process. 
My colleague from Maryland, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, 
and my fellow New Yorker, Senator SCHUMER 
deserve thanks for their leadership on this 
issue. 

The recent Supreme Court ruling grants 
even greater influence to powerful special in-
terests—effectively drowning out the voices of 
average Americans. This legislation provides 
voters with the opportunity to make informed 
decisions—shedding light on the millions of 
dollars being spent with the intent to influence 
elections and politicians in Washington. 

The DISCLOSE Act eliminates ‘‘pay-to-play’’ 
by preventing government contractors—and 

TARP recipients—from spending money on 
elections. The bill extends the current ban on 
political spending by foreign nationals to in-
clude domestic corporations controlled by for-
eign nationals, requires corporate CEOs to 
stand by their political ads in the same way 
candidates must, and enhances disclosure re-
quirements for political expenditures by organi-
zations who lobby government officials. 

The legislation before us today is not a per-
fect bill, but it is a necessary first step to rein 
in the influence of special interests in our polit-
ical process. The American people are greatly 
concerned by the recent Supreme Court rul-
ing, and they rightly fear that only big money 
and special interests get a hearing in Wash-
ington. Passage of the DISCLOSE Act will 
bring transparency and accountability to cam-
paigns and ensure Americans’ voices are not 
drowned out by corporate dollars. 

I urge my colleagues to support this bill. 
f 

RECOGNIZING THE 125TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE INCORPORATION 
OF ADDISON, ILLINOIS 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. ROSKAM. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 125th anniversary of the 
incorporation of Addison, Illinois, in the heart 
of my Congressional District. 

In 1883, the Village of Addison was settled 
by Hezekiah Dunklee and Mason Smith. In 
1884, Addison was incorporated, and Henry 
Buchholz became its first Mayor. The election 
had a modest turnout, with only 28 votes 
being cast. 

In the years since its humble founding, 
Addison has become a center of culture and 
commerce, serving as a home to businesses, 
professionals, churches and organizations that 
have made this a vibrant and thriving commu-
nity. Over the years, Addison has developed a 
well-deserved reputation as an enjoyable 
place to live, work and raise a family. 

On the occasion of this 125th anniversary, 
we join together to celebrate Addison’s legacy 
of growth and prosperity, and to look ahead to 
the opportunities the future holds for our local 
community and our Nation. Today both marks 
125 years of working together to build a 
brighter future, and reminds us that our work 
continues. 

Madam Speaker and Distinguished Col-
leagues, please join me on this special occa-
sion in offering well wishes and happiness to 
Addison Village President Larry Hartwig, the 
Village Board of Trustees and all the citizens 
of Addison. 

f 

KUWAIT AND GULF LINK 
TRANSPORT COMPANY (KGL) 

HON. TIM RYAN 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, the issue of negligence by Kuwait and 
Gulf Link Transport Company (KGL) was 
brought to my attention by the family of the 

late Colonel Dominic (Rocky) Baragona. The 
tragic death of Lieutenant Colonel Dominic 
Baragona, Jr., occurred on May 19, 2003 on 
a road in Iraq. His death was caused by the 
simple, avoidable negligence of a tractor trailer 
truck owned by KGL, the predecessor com-
pany to an enormous group of international 
Kuwaiti companies, which have and continue 
to perform large U.S. government contracts 
potentially worth billions of U.S. dollars and 
with a vital mission. KGL’s tractor trailer ca-
reened across three lanes of a highway in the 
middle of a clear, sunny day and destroyed 
the Humvee in which Colonel Baragona was 
riding. At the time of his death, Colonel 
Baragona had served honorably during Oper-
ation Iraqi Freedom and was on his way home 
to his family. KGL’s subsequent conduct in the 
case brought against them led the Honorable 
William Duffey, Jr., the U.S. federal judge 
hearing the case, to write the following in his 
decision on the case: 

‘‘[A]s the Court communicated to the parties 
in the December 2008 hearing, KGL’s conduct 
in this case was indignant and callous. KGL 
derived substantial revenue from its contracts 
with the United States Army. KGL and other 
Kuwaitis received unquantifiable benefits from 
the protection the United States Armed Forces 
have provided to Kuwait for over fifteen years. 
For KGL to then turn a blind eye to the death 
caused by a KGL employee of a United States 
service member, who was on duty protecting 
the region at the time of the incident, is an af-
front to the solemn sacrifices service members 
such as Lt. Col. Baragona honorably provided 
to Iraq and the citizens of other countries in 
the Middle East region. KGL took this callous-
ness even further by causing Plaintiffs to ex-
pend nearly four years and significant expense 
in merely getting the question of jurisdiction 
before the Court. The Court implored KGL to 
work with Plaintiffs to fashion a just resolution 
in this case, but this request was ignored.’’ 

I agree. The Baragonas commenced litiga-
tion, established a prima facie case of in 
personum jurisdiction over KGL and endured 
the personal rigors of the litigation. This bur-
den includes giving testimony during a dam-
ages hearing, only to discover that KGL’s ap-
parent strategy was to cause the Baragona 
family to expend their resources for years. 
This despite the fact that KGL intended to 
challenge the judgment after it issued in the 
same court that KGL assiduously ignored dur-
ing the years of litigation and several notices 
of the court case and its proceedings. The 
emotional burden borne by the family of the 
deceased serviceman was very high; the long 
years of litigation over their son’s death in 
combination with the sudden entry of the de-
fendant and the challenge to the judgment is 
not a cost that should be ignored or encour-
aged. 

In the course of the Baragonas’ quest for 
justice against KGL, the family gathered evi-
dence from credible news reports and other 
sources that KGL has a subsidiary, Combined 
Shipping Company, which is a partner with 
ValFajr Shipping Company, a subsidiary of Is-
lamic Republic of Iran Shipping Lines 
(‘‘IRISL’’), a company banned by the U.S. 
Treasury and now the named subject of the 
recently announced U.N. sanctions on Iran. 
We do not have any evidence that KGL’s sub-
sidiary has participated with IRISL in sending 
explosives into Iraq to kill US service per-
sonnel. However, it is often true that 
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proliferators of Iranian WMDs, like IRISL, are 
directed by the Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
Corps, which also controls the Iranian funding, 
training and provisioning of the insurgents in 
Iraq who have been killing and wounding U.S. 
service personnel with Iranian-manufactured 
explosives over the past several years. No 
U.S. government contractor, or any member of 
its corporate family doing any business with 
Iranian companies blacklisted by the U.N. and 
the U.S. Treasury, should be considered ‘‘re-
sponsible corporate parties’’ as defined by the 
Federal Acquisition Regulations. This section 
will force KGL and all U.S. contractors to de-
cide whether they will support Iran or the U.S., 
and the Congress will closely monitor the en-
forcement of this section. 

Treasury Under Secretary for Terrorism and 
Financial Intelligence Stuart Levey recently 
submitted written testimony before the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee on ‘‘Iran Policy 
in the Aftermath of U.N. Sanctions’’. In this 
testimony he stated: ‘‘[w]e also took action 
under 13382 to prevent IRISL from carrying 
out activities to evade sanctions . . . Since 
we designated IRISL for sanctions in 2008, it 
has desperately attempted to evade those 
sanctions, setting up new front companies and 
renaming and even repainting ships to hide 
their true ownership.’’ 

Importantly, this section finally permits the 
Procurement Fraud Debarment Branch of the 
U.S. Army to take action against KGL. The 
Baragona family notified the Army of these 
facts on April 29, 2010. On June 11, 2010 the 
Army sent a letter to the counsel for the 
Baragonas to notify them of the Army’s receipt 
of the information but no action has yet been 
taken. I would appreciate this body’s interest 
and support in compelling the Army to move 
to debar KGL as a result of its ties to Iranian 
proliferators of weapons of mass destruction. 
For the above reasons, this miscarriage of jus-
tice and threat to our national security cannot 
be allowed to continue. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO BEL BRANDS USA 

HON. BRETT GUTHRIE 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield 
plant located in the Commonwealth of Ken-
tucky. This month, Bel Brands USA, which 
specializes in the creation and production of 
quality cheeses, is celebrating its 40th Anni-
versary. 

In 1970 the company established a plant in 
Leitchfield, Ky., and has been manufacturing 
quality cheese products ever since. Bel 
Brands USA’s Leitchfield facility is a prominent 
employer in Grayson County and is expected 
to produce 33,800,000 pounds of cheese this 
year. 

The plant has grown exponentially since its 
establishment 40 years ago. Currently, the 
plant employs 370 individuals between two 
production departments and covers an area of 
almost 190,000 square feet. 

Bel Brands USA and its Leitchfield facility 
have remained committed to hard work and 
creativity. With 25 production sites worldwide, 
Bel Brands USA promotes their core values in 
the workplace and throughout the community. 

Ethics, innovation, competence, cohesion and 
enthusiasm have contributed to the company’s 
many accomplishments. 

The entire Grayson County community is 
grateful for Bel Brands USA’s continued pres-
ence, support and generosity. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the employees of Bel Brands USA. I am proud 
to represent them here in Washington and 
look forward to their continued success. 

f 

IN HONOR AND RECOGNITION OF 
MR. AND MRS. SGRO 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of Albert and 
Vera Sgro as they celebrate their platinum 
wedding anniversary on June 29, 2010. 

Seventy years of marriage is a truly remark-
able accomplishment; in this time they have 
raised two sons, been grandparents to four 
children and now have four great-grand-
children. Except for eight years on a farm in 
Medina, Mr. and Mrs. Sgro have always lived 
in Cleveland. Mr. Sgro’s parents emigrated 
from Italy and Mrs. Sgro’s ancestors hail from 
Bohemia. They attended Cleveland schools, 
met at a dance, and have been inseparable 
ever since. They continue to be the hearts and 
souls of their family and remain active in the 
lives of their children, David and his wife Lou-
ise, Jerry and his wife Heather; their grand-
children, David, Shelly, Max and Anthony; and 
their great-grandchildren, Brittney, Jeremy, 
Alex and Nicholas. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sgro live life with great energy, 
enthusiasm and joy. They are kind, generous, 
outgoing and have a great sense of humor. 
Like any couple of seventy years they also 
share many interests: gardening, traveling and 
reading to name a few. Every year, Mr. and 
Mrs. Sgro grow enough fresh vegetables and 
flowers for themselves, their children, friends 
and neighbors. Mrs. Sgro is an excellent cook 
and baker; she is well known locally for her 
pies—especially her rhubarb pie, which she 
makes with rhubarb straight from their garden. 

Madam Speaker and Colleagues, please 
join me in honoring, recognizing and cele-
brating Albert and Vera Sgro as they reach 
their platinum wedding anniversary. Their on-
going love for each other, and for their family 
and friends, acts as a beacon of hope. I wish 
Mr. and Mrs. Sgro continuing health, happi-
ness and peace. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE DEDICATION 
AND LEADERSHIP OF DR. SALLY 
RIDE 

HON. ALAN GRAYSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GRAYSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the amazing accomplishments 
and life-long dedication of Dr. Sally Ride on 
the anniversary of the 1983 Challenger jour-
ney that established her as the first American 
woman to travel into space. Since that jour-

ney, Dr. Ride, a distinguished educator and 
scientist, has dedicated her life to improving 
science education. 

Dr. Ride received her bachelor’s degree, 
Master’s and PhD in Physics from Stanford 
University. In the Stanford University paper, 
she saw an advertisement that NASA was 
seeking astronauts. Out of thousands of appli-
cants, she was one of 35 candidates chosen 
for the space program. On June 18, 1983, Dr. 
Ride joined the crew aboard the space shuttle 
Challenger and, twenty-seven years ago on 
this date, became the first American woman to 
travel into space. After two journeys to space, 
she was preparing for her third mission when 
the Challenger exploded in 1986. Dr. Ride 
continued to work with NASA by serving as a 
member of the Presidential Committee inves-
tigating the Challenger accident, and went on 
to serve as Special Assistant to the Adminis-
trator for long-range planning at NASA head-
quarters. 

Dr. Ride continued her life-long commitment 
to promoting the fields of science, math, and 
technology, especially among young women 
by founding the Sally Ride Science Company 
in 2001. Dr. Ride wanted to share her passion 
and encourage young women to pursue ca-
reers in these fields. The company creates 
school programs and educational materials 
aimed at engaging young people’s interest in 
these fields and changing society’s percep-
tions of women in the math, science, and 
technology workforce. 

Madam Speaker, Central Florida is so proud 
of the space program and we recognize that 
its success would not be possible without the 
dedication of Dr. Ride. As a member of the 
Science and Technology committee, I have 
great respect and admiration for her contribu-
tions, not only to the space program, but also 
her work to motivate young people’s interest in 
science. While Dr. Ride will always be known 
as the first American woman to travel into 
space, her commitment to advancing the edu-
cation of future generations of young women 
ensure there will be many to follow. 

f 

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED 
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 24, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to 
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors 
from making expenditures with respect to 
such elections, and to establish additional 
disclosure requirements with respect to 
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Chair, I rise in support 
of H.R. 5175, the Democracy Is Strengthened 
by Casting Light On Spending in Elections 
(DISCLOSE) Act and I urge my colleagues to 
support this important bipartisan bill that will 
improve transparency and accountability in our 
federal elections. I would like to thank Chair-
man BRADY and Congressman VAN HOLLEN for 
their efforts to quickly move this bill to the 
floor. 
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I share the concern of many Rhode Island-

ers who were disappointed with the Supreme 
Court’s decision in Citizens United v. FEC, 
which would allow corporations to fund polit-
ical ads without disclosing their funding 
sources. Unfortunately, this could facilitate un-
limited political spending by anonymous do-
nors in campaigns across the nation, allowing 
special interests and corporations to go un-
checked in our democratic process. 

Contrary to some arguments that have been 
made on this Floor today, this bill does noth-
ing to restrict free speech. It simply ensures 
that our citizens know who is speaking. 

This legislation takes several critical steps to 
protect the integrity of our elections and shine 
light on who is funding campaign advertise-
ments. First, it prohibits large government con-
tractors, those with over $10 million in con-
tracts, from making campaign expenditures. 
The bill further bars those companies that re-
ceived TARP funding from participating in fed-
eral campaigns until the government is repaid. 
Additionally, this bill ensures that foreign gov-
ernments do not influence our elections by 
banning corporations controlled by foreign na-
tionals from making campaign contributions 
and expenditures. 

I am especially pleased that the DISCLOSE 
Act contains strong language to require CEOs 
to stand by their ads by requiring them to ap-
pear on camera to ‘‘approve the message,’’ 
just as candidates do today. Additionally, top 
donors must be listed in ads so that individ-
uals know exactly who is financing the mes-
sage. Again, this does not curb the freedom to 
speak or advocate for an issue or candidate, 
it simply ensures transparency. Finally, this 
legislation requires corporations and other or-
ganizations to disclose campaign related ex-
penditures to their shareholders, members, 
and on their websites. 

While I am disappointed with the inclusion 
of an exemption for certain organizations, I be-
lieve that this bill takes an enormous step to-
wards improving our laws to bring greater 
transparency and accountability to our nation’s 
campaigns. As a former Secretary of State 
and a proud representative of Rhode Island, I 
believe free and fair elections are fundamental 
to our democracy, and I urge my colleagues to 
support the DISCLOSE Act. 

f 

NASA’S CONSTELLATION 
PROGRAM 

HON. RALPH M. HALL 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, I re-
main very concerned about the direction of our 
Nation’s space agency under the Obama plan. 
This Administration has made the surprisingly 
drastic decision to cancel NASA’s follow-on to, 
the space shuttle, the Constellation program. 
Constellation would provide the means to 
service and use the International Space Sta-
tion, and once again explore beyond low earth 
orbit. 

Canceling the Constellation program threat-
ens our country with the potential loss of tens 
of thousands of highly-skilled and well-paid 
jobs. As important as jobs are right now, by 
canceling Constellation we stand to lose more 
than just jobs. We are losing American know- 

how and expertise. The NASA contractor team 
is a national asset, one that would be difficult 
and costly to duplicate. 

Next year with the retirement of the Space 
Shuttle, the U.S. will have no way to launch 
anyone into space. American astronauts and 
our international partners will have to hitch 
rides on Russian spacecraft, launched from a 
Russian base, to get into low earth orbit and 
visit the International Space Station. I do not 
think this is the best plan to maintain Amer-
ican preeminence in space. 

I have fought hard here in Congress to de-
fend NASA’s budget so that they can perform 
meaningful work. Yet there seems to be a dis-
turbing trend at NASA where priorities are 
shifted away from what I think should be their 
top goal—manned space exploration. Rather 
than focus on the vital elements necessary to 
maintain American leadership in space, the 
Obama administration and NASA are dis-
tracted with programs that seem to spend 
money on anything but human space flight. 

Last week, the administration came forward 
with a request to transfer $100 million out of 
NASA’s already limited human space flight 
budget and give it to the Department of Com-
merce and the Department of Labor to fund an 
Interagency task force to spur ‘‘regional eco-
nomic growth and job creation’’ aimed at help-
ing Florida and other states bracing for job 
losses associated with the end of the space 
shuttle program. Our nation’s best and bright-
est engineers and technicians want to be en-
gaged in building rockets and spacecraft. 
America’s space program already generates 
substantial amounts of regional economic 
growth. It does not make sense to kill a pro-
gram that delivered huge returns on invest-
ment to create a government program to re-
train and retool workers for some possible, un-
defined jobs in the future. 

The announcement the cancellation of the 
Constellation program in favor of a $100 mil-
lion interagency task force, along with several 
other recently announced NASA initiatives, 
paints a broad picture of an agency without a 
clear mission. 

NASA is a mission-driven organization that 
produces its best results with clearly defined 
goals and the resources to achieve them. With 
the retirement of the Space Shuttle and a plan 
to cancel the Constellation program, it is more 
important than ever that we work together to 
provide NASA with the legislative guidance it 
needs. 

The men and women of our nation’s human 
space flight program have given us so much 
to be proud of. Through their focus, sacrifice 
and dedication they have enabled the United 
States to be the global leader in human space 
flight. They have earned our respect and grati-
tude, and we should deliver a program that 
keeps them, and our nation, focused on lead-
ing the world in spaceflight. 

f 

DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED 
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 24, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 

consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to 
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors 
from making expenditures with respect to 
such elections, and to establish additional 
disclosure requirements with respect to 
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses: 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chair, in January 2010, the 
Supreme Court in Citizens United v. Federal 
Election Commission held that corporations 
and unions alike have the right under the First 
Amendment to speak out in political races. 
What that decision overturned was the portion 
of current law that allows political speech to 
be banned based on the speaker’s corporate 
identity. The Supreme Court ruled that this 
ban is unconstitutional and violates the First 
Amendment right to free speech and I share 
this sentiment. 

The Constitution clearly states ‘‘Congress 
shall make no law, abridging the freedom of 
speech.’’ Upholding the Constitution and our 
freedoms does not in any way degrade our 
democratic process. The First Amendment has 
long been applied not only to isolated individ-
uals but also to groups and associations 
whose members gather for a wide variety of 
purposes ranging from political to commercial. 

Political speech is indispensable to decision- 
making in a republic and this is no less true 
because the speech comes from a corpora-
tion. If the government can ban expenditures 
related to political speech, it could easily apply 
that to any communication. In the argument 
before the Supreme Court, Deputy Solicitor 
General Malcolm Stewart even asserted that 
under current law the government has the au-
thority to ‘‘prohibit the publication’’ of books 
and movies by corporations containing even 
one line of advocacy for or against a can-
didate for public office. That statement is 
chilling. 

During the drafting of H.R. 5175, the so- 
called ‘‘DISCLOSE’’ Act, Democrats dismissed 
Republican requests to collaborate and wrote 
the bill behind closed doors. Due to lack of 
support for this unconstitutional bill, they were 
forced to pull it from consideration on at least 
two occasions. After weeks of opposition to 
this very bad bill which was opposed by the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce, Citizens Against 
Government Waste and National Taxpayers 
Union, the Democrats were able to craft lan-
guage acceptable to the NRA which then lifted 
its opposition because it became exempt from 
the bill. That action alone violates what the 
Supreme Court said which is that all groups 
must be treated the same. 

The DISCLOSE Act’s effort to limit political 
speech is not even-handed, those favored by 
the Democrats are excluded from the require-
ments, and it encourages partisan advan-
tages. But the bill is more than inequitable 
treatment; it is an outright attack on free 
speech and the First Amendment. It is govern-
ment censorship and I oppose H.R. 5175. 

f 

IN HONOR OF REVEREND RICHARD 
W. JONES 

HON. JOHN H. ADLER 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. ADLER of New Jersey. Madam Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of Reverend 
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Richard W. Jones, a longtime resdent of 
Willingboro, New Jersey who recently passed 
away at age 85. Reverend Jones was a true 
leader in the community serving as Sheriff’s 
Officer in Burlington County for 24 years and 
the inspirational Pastor of Tabernacle Baptist 
Church for 49 years. He was also a loving 
husband, of 52 years, to his wife, Ethel. 

While Reverend Jones was conferred with a 
doctorate of human letters from Thomas Edi-
son State College in 2001, perhaps his great-
est legacy will remain his work at Tabernacle 
Baptist Church. His hard work and enduring 
faith led to the completion of his church’s 
sanctuary and the expansion of the education 
wing in 1995, which is rightfully named the R. 
W. Jones Family Life Center. He was also re-
sponsible for the expansion of his church’s 
multipurpose room, that included a gym-
nasium, aerobics room, locker room, cafeteria, 
and banquet room which was dedicated in 
2008 as Unity Hall. 

Reverend Jones was a humble man who af-
fected not only the people in his congregation 
but those he met throughout his life. During 
his pastorship, he ordained more than 60 dea-
cons and provided guidance to thousands of 
local residents. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
a man whose life serves as a role model to 
many people and whose church will continue 
his legacy for a long time to come. 

f 

IN HONOR OF CONSUL GENERAL 
JANJA ZMAUC OF SLOVENIA ON 
THE OCCASION OF SLOVENIAN 
STATEHOOD DAY 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today in honor and recognition of the Consul 
General from the Republic of Slovenia, Mr. 
Jure Zmauc, and his wife, Mrs. Janja Zmauc, 
on the occasion of Slovenian Statehood Day 
celebrated annually on June 25th. 

In 2009, Mr. Jure Zmauc, Mrs. Janja 
Zmauc, daughter Nika and son Aljaz moved 
from Slovenia to Cleveland. Mr. Zmauc served 
there for four years as a foreign diplomat rep-
resenting the largest Slovenian population in 
the world outside of Slovenia. Mr. Zmauc’s re-
sponsibilities in the United States include de-
veloping educational, business and tourism 
ties for Slovenia and supporting Americans of 
Slovenian heritage throughout Northeast Ohio. 

The twenty-fifth of June is Slovenian State-
hood Day, an annual celebration of Slovenia’s 
independence and the sovereignty it gained in 
1991. It is a commemoration of the struggles 
and triumphs of the people of Slovenia. It also 
serves as an opportunity for residents of 
Northeast Ohio to celebrate the customs, tra-
ditions and contributions of Slovenian Ameri-
cans to our community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in recognition and welcome of Consul 
General Janja Zmauc and his family. Their 
representation of Slovenia in our community 
connects our communities and our nations— 
from the shores of Lake Erie to the Adriatic 
Sea. 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, on the 
evening of Wednesday, June 23, 2010, and 
on Thursday, June 24, 2010, I was absent 
from the House and missed rollcall votes 382 
through 394. 

Had I been present for rollcall 382, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass, as amend-
ed, H.R. 5481, To give subpoena power to the 
National Commission on the BP Deepwater 
Horizon Oil Spill and Offshore Drilling, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 383, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and pass, as amend-
ed, H.R. 3993, the Calling Card Consumer 
Protection Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 384, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1388, Supporting the goals and ideals of Na-
tional Hurricane Preparedness Week, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 385, on or-
dering the previous question for H. Res. 1468, 
Providing for consideration of H.R. 5175, the 
Democracy is Strengthened by Casting Light 
on Spending in Elections Act, and for other 
purposes, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 386, on 
agreeing to H. Res. 1468, Providing for con-
sideration of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is 
Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending in 
Elections Act, and for other purposes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 387, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Con. 
Res. 285, Recognizing the important role that 
fathers play in the lives of their children and 
families and supporting the goals and ideals of 
designating 2010 as the Year of the Father, I 
would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 388, on 
agreeing to the amendment, King of Iowa 
Amendment No. 2 to H.R. 5175, the Democ-
racy is Strengthened by Casting Light on 
Spending in Elections Act, I would have voted 
‘‘no.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 389, agreeing 
to the amendment, Patrick Murphy of Pennsyl-
vania Amendment No. 5 to H.R. 5175, the De-
mocracy is Strengthened by Casting Light on 
Spending in Elections Act, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 390, on a mo-
tion to recommit with instructions H.R. 5175, 
the Democracy is Strengthened by Casting 
Light on Spending in Elections Act, I would 
have voted ‘‘no.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 391, on pas-
sage of H.R. 5175, the Democracy is 
Strengthened by Casting Light on Spending in 
Elections Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 392, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to H. Res. 
1464, Recognizing the 50th anniversary of the 
conclusion of the United States-Japan Treaty 
of Mutual Cooperation and Security and ex-
pressing appreciation to the Government of 
Japan and the Japanese people for enhancing 
peace, prosperity, and security in the Asia-Pa-
cific region, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 393, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and concur with the 

Senate amendments to H.R. 3962, To provide 
affordable, quality health care for all Ameri-
cans and reduce the growth in health care 
spending, and for other purposes, I would 
have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

Had I been present for rollcall 394, on a mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to the 
conference report to H.R. 2194, the Com-
prehensive Iran Sanctions, Accountability, and 
Divestment Act, I would have voted ‘‘aye.’’ 

f 

UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE 
UNIFORMED DIVISION MOD-
ERNIZATION ACT OF 2010 

SPEECH OF 

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2010 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to express my support for S. 1510, 
the United States Secret Service Uniformed 
Division Modernization Act. I support the un-
derlying bill but I want to highlight language 
that would allow the Department of Defense to 
waive, on a case by case basis, repayment of 
Voluntary Separation Pay for certain individ-
uals. I worked on this issue during the Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act markup and 
am pleased that the House will approve this 
important language within this bill. 

Many individuals, who had voluntarily re-
tired, responded to their country’s call and re-
turned to service at DOD following 9/11, and 
several more returned following Hurricane 
Katrina. According to the House Armed Serv-
ices Committee, an estimated 22 individuals 
would benefit from this language in my home 
State of Georgia, and an estimated 40 individ-
uals would benefit across the nation. 

Current law allows the Department of De-
fense to offer voluntary separation incentive 
pay for individuals to voluntarily retire. If an 
employee receives this separation pay and re-
turns to federal service within 5 years, the in-
dividual must repay the amount received—un-
less the individual is considered to be the only 
qualified applicant available for the position. 
Before being rehired, these individuals were 
assured that they would not have to repay the 
VSIP—because their country needed them. 
This language provides short-term, limited au-
thority to the Secretary of Defense to waive on 
a case-by-case basis repayment of the sepa-
ration pay. 

This limited, case-by-case waiver authority, 
meets the objectives of the Civilian Human 
Resources Strategic Plan to: ‘‘provide effective 
policies and programs related to stability of 
employment that support management’s ability 
to restructure organizations while retaining 
needed skills of affected employees and ac-
commodating their needs in an efficient and 
humane manner.’’ 

Passage of this bill, with this language, will 
ensure that those heroic Americans, who re-
sponded to their country’s call to duty, are not 
penalized. I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 
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CONGRATULATING JEFF 

THEERMAN 

HON. RUSS CARNAHAN 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate Jeff Theerman, the Ex-
ecutive Director of the Metropolitan St. Louis 
Sewer District, on his election as the new 
President of the National Association of Clean 
Water Agencies (NACWA). 

For over twenty-five years, Mr. Theerman 
has served St. Louis through his work at the 
Metropolitan St. Louis Sewer District. During 
his tenure with the Metropolitan St. Louis 
Sewer District, he has demonstrated that he is 
an accomplished leader and committed envi-
ronmental steward continuously working to im-
prove the public health of the St. Louis region. 
In October of 2003, Mr. Theerman became the 
Executive Director, ably accepting the ac-
countability of the organization’s operations. 

Since joining others in the founding of the 
NACWA forty years ago, the Metropolitan St. 
Louis Sewer District has benefitted from its ac-
tive engagement with the organization. A 
member of the NACWA’s Board of Directors 
since 2004, Mr. Theerman has served as the 
organization’s Secretary, Treasurer, and Vice 
President. I find it fitting that his election as 
President coincides with the 40th anniversary 
of the NACWA’s advocacy on behalf of the 
Nation’s clean water agencies and the envi-
ronment we all value so much. 

It is my sincere pleasure to congratulate Mr. 
Theerman on becoming the President of 
NACWA. I am certain his dedication to his 
work will bring continued progress to 
proactively and effectively addressing the 
complex 21st century water quality challenges 
we face in St. Louis and the Nation. 

There is no doubt in my mind that Mr. 
Theerman is the ideal leader for the National 
Association of Clean Water Agencies, 
NACWA. 

f 

A STRONG VOICE AGAINST 
DISCRIMINATION OF ALL SORTS 

HON. BARNEY FRANK 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, I was very proud in the 70’s to show 
my support for appropriate bipartisanship by 
supporting and working closely with Senator 
Ed Brooke, who was twice elected to the Sen-
ate as a Republican and was a staunch fighter 
against discrimination, for strong support for 
rental housing for low-income people, and in 
general for fiscal responsibility within the con-
text of social concerns. I was therefore very 
pleased, but not at all surprised, to read in the 
Boston Globe on June 22, 2010 a strong ex-
pression of support for repeal of the ‘‘don’t 
ask, don’t tell’’ policy, which has discriminated 
against so many patriotic Americans seeking 
to serve their country. Senator Brooke notes 
that he himself was the victim of discriminatory 
policies when he served in a segregated U.S. 
Army in World War II, and as an African 
American, was treated unfairly. He does affirm 

that there are differences in the effect of the 
policies and the impact they have between ra-
cial segregation and ‘‘don’t ask, don’t tell,’’ but 
as he says after discussing the experience of 
racial segregation, ‘‘The point is that the ban 
(on gay and lesbian members in the military) 
is a weapon and expression of prejudice—no 
more excusable than any other discriminatory 
law.’’ 

Consistent with his lifelong record of fighting 
for fairness in America, Senator Brooke closes 
the article by saying, ‘‘If I was still in the Sen-
ate, I would vote to show my respect for the 
sacrifices of all soldiers—gay and straight. 
Congress should repeal this legislation and 
score another victory of progress over preju-
dice.’’ 

Madam Speaker, I was proud to stand with 
Ed Brooke in the 70’s and I am very proud 
that he is standing with those of us who are 
fighting for fairness today. 

f 

IN TRIBUTE TO JIM MEREDITH 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Madam Speaker, I rise in 
tribute to Jim Meredith, who has retired from 
the Rancho Simi Recreation and Park District 
Board of Directors in Simi Valley, California, 
after 28 years. 

Jim was Chairman of the Board in 1984, 
1991, 1994, 1995, 1999, 2003 and 2008. He 
was Vice Chairman in 1990, 1993, 1998, 2002 
and 2007. In addition, he was President of the 
Ventura County Special District Association for 
10 years, President of the State Board of the 
California Association of Recreation and Park 
Districts in 1991 and 2004, President of the 
California Special Districts Association Board 
of Directors, member of the Santa Monica 
Mountains Conservancy Board Liaison Com-
mittee, etc., etc. etc. 

It’s easy to see why Jim is known around 
town as ‘‘Mr. Parks and Rec.’’ 

While Jim was on the board, the District 
budget increased from $3.5 million to $16 mil-
lion, 303 acres of park land were developed 
and an additional 3,820 acres of land was ac-
quired. Since Jim’s first election, the District 
has added 37 parks to the system and 11 
after-school clubs. 

Jim was instrumental in nearly every one of 
the district’s expansion decisions during those 
years. As someone who was a professional 
baseball player and involved in youth baseball, 
the Royal High School girl’s softball program, 
adult women’s softball program, co-ed softball, 
youth football, the Simi Valley High School 
and Royal High School football programs, 
semi-pro football, soccer programs and the 
Boy Scouts, Jim has an intimate knowledge of 
what the community’s recreation needs are 
and how to fill them. 

As a result of his vision and dedication, Jim 
has been recognized with the Founder’s 
Award from the Ventura County Special Dis-
tricts Association; Board Member of the Year 
from the California Association of Recreation 
& Park Districts; 2002 Board Member of the 
Year from the American Park & Recreation 
Society; and the 2002 Meritorious Service Cit-
izen Award from the American Park & Recre-
ation Society. 

In addition to his recreational activities, Jim 
is a member of Disabled American Veterans, 
Simi Valley Chamber of Commerce, Kiwanis 
Club, Simi Valley Historical Society and the 
Simi Valley Christian Foundation for Home-
less. 

Jim also found the time to be a husband, fa-
ther and grandfather during those years. He 
and Amy have been married for more than 50 
years and have five children and numerous 
grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, the mark James L. Mere-
dith leaves on Simi Valley and Oak Park—the 
communities the Rancho Simi Recreation and 
Park District serves—is both deep and endur-
ing. I know my colleagues join me in thanking 
Jim for his tireless dedication to his community 
and in wishing him and Amy great joy in their 
retirement. 

f 

CONGRESSIONAL BLACK CAUCUS 
HOUR 

SPEECH OF 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, June 28, 2010 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, let me begin my thanking my 
friend and colleague, the gentlewoman from 
Ohio, Congresswoman FUDGE, for anchoring 
once again tonight’s Congressional Black Cau-
cus’ special hour. 

This Congress and President Obama have 
made tough choices and taken effective steps 
to bring our economy back from the brink of 
disaster. The Recovery Act has already saved 
or created up to 2.8 million jobs and much of 
the TARP funding repaid. Now we are taking 
another key step forward with a final agree-
ment on the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform 
and Consumer Protection Act. 

For many months now, members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus continue to be 
laser focused on financial reform. We have 
sought to engage the Obama administration, 
House and Senate leadership, committee 
chairs, and our coalition partners to develop a 
legislative strategy aimed at addressing the 
needs of millions of Americans who are strug-
gling in this tough, economic environment. 

Mr. Speaker, we must reform Wall Street to 
end risky practices that have caused millions 
of Americans to lose their jobs, their homes, 
and life savings. The House passed a financial 
reform bill that will protect consumers and pre-
vent the irresponsible behavior that caused 
the financial melt down. 

I was proud to join a majority of my col-
leagues in this body in supporting passage of 
Wall Street. We are committed to protect 
American families and their savings. 

We ended the practice of ‘‘too big to fail.’’ 
We established safeguards to ensure that the 
abuses of the past are never again repeated. 
Mr. Speaker, the House made Wall Street re-
form a priority. 

Every day of delay is one more opportunity 
for a recurrence of economic uncertainty and 
even collapse. Last Thursday’s roller coaster 
on the stock market was a clear reminder that 
we cannot allow a willful lack of responsible 
oversight to expose American families, Amer-
ican business, and our whole economy to 
such potential risk. 
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Mr. Speaker, Members of Congressional 

Black Caucus continue to support the efforts 
to reform Wall Street. 

f 

HONORING DR. JEFF KIMPEL 

HON. JOHN SULLIVAN 
OF OKLAHOMA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. SULLIVAN. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise today to honor Dr. 
Jeff Kimpel for his service as the Director of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Admin-
istration’s (NOAA) National Severe Storms 
Laboratory (NSSL), in Norman, Oklahoma, 
and for his thirteen years of Federal service. 

Dr. Jeff Kimpel has been a lifeline for the 
NSSL for the last thirteen years; he has led 
the program to further research opportunities 
and the results have showed nothing but ex-
cellence. Dr. Kimpel has allowed the NSSL to 
embark upon many programs and techno-
logical advancements, saving countless lives 
and property from the consequences that se-
vere weather can cause. Under the watch of 
Dr. Kimpel, the NSSL performed the scientific 
and technological research that upgraded the 
Next Generation Weather Radar to an open 
systems operation. Along with this, super res-
olution capability and designed dual polariza-
tion upgrades were added. 

The NSSL has been able to upgrade and 
expand their programs, establishing strong 
programs and cloud resolving and numerical 
forecast models, all under the watch of Dr. 
Kimpel. He was also instrumental in gaining 
support for new facilities, which sprung the 
construction of the National Weather Center, 
which shares space with the National Weather 
Service and the University of Oklahoma Mete-
orology Program. 

Dr. Kimpel has a perseverance that goes far 
beyond the field of meteorology. He is dedi-
cated to NSSL but has also achieved so much 
more, such as serving our nation in Vietnam 
and being awarded the Bronze Star Medal for 
his bravery and courage and being named as 
the Senior Vice President of the Norman Cam-
pus of the University of Oklahoma. 

Dr. Kimpel, I commend and congratulate 
you on your noteworthy contributions that you 
have made to our Nation, the state of Okla-
homa, the University of Oklahoma and to the 
field of meteorology. 

f 

EAST ROWAN BASEBALL TEAM 
WINS IT ALL 

HON. HOWARD COBLE 
OF NORTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Mr. COBLE. Madam Speaker, on behalf of 
the citizens of the Sixth District of North Caro-
lina, we wish to extend our congratulations to 
the East Rowan baseball team for winning the 
North Carolina High School Athletic Associa-
tion’s 3–A state championship. The title 
capped off a record-setting 31–2 season. It 
was a matter of redemption for many of the 
players after making deep runs into the play-
offs and being knocked out the last two sea-
sons. 

The team’s resilience mirrors the work ethic 
of its Head Coach Brian Hightower. East 
Rowan won the State Championship series by 
sweeping Wilson Hunt High school two games 
to none. Coach Hightower focuses on pitching 
and defense but we are sure he wasn’t com-
plaining too much with the 15–10 final of the 
championship series. Star pitcher William 
Johnson got the win for the Mustangs and 
concluded a brilliant postseason record with 
zero earned runs in 20 innings pitched. 
Centerfielder Will Sapp was named MVP of 
the series and had two doubles in the final 
game. 

It took the combined effort of the team, 
coaches and support from the East Rowan 
faithful to make this championship dream a re-
ality. The championship team members in-
cluded: Will Johnson, Parker Gobbel, Thomas 
Allen, Bradley Robbins, Alex Bost, Curtis 
Ward, Andy Austin, Justin Morris, Preston 
Troutman, Noah Holmes, Avery Rogers, 
Chase Hathcock, Jamey Blalock, Wesley 
Leroy, Will Sapp, Chris Jacobs, Luke Thomas, 
Nathan FullBright and Alex Morgan. The 
coaching staff was led by Head Coach High-
tower, with pitching coach Brian Hatley, assist-
ant coaches John McNeil, Matt Miller and stat-
istician Andrew Poston. The East Rowan Ath-
letic Directors Chad Mitchell and Gina Talbert 
also helped support the championship run. 
The guidance from school Principals Kelly 
Sparger, Rick Vanhoy, Debra Murphy and 
Grayson Hampton also assisted the team. 

Again, on behalf of the Sixth District of 
North Carolina, we would like to congratulate 
the East Rowan baseball team, the faculty, 
staff, students, and fans for an outstanding 
championship season. 
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DEMOCRACY IS STRENGTHENED 
BY CASTING LIGHT ON SPEND-
ING IN ELECTIONS ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 24, 2010 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 5175) to amend 
the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to 
prohibit foreign influence in Federal elec-
tions, to prohibit government contractors 
from making expenditures with respect to 
such elections, and to establish additional 
disclosure requirements with respect to 
spending in such elections, and for other pur-
poses: 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Chair, I rise in support 
of H.R. 5175, and strongly believe that the 
legislation is vital to our democracy. 

While I believe that personal speech should 
be protected by the First Amendment of the 
U.S. Constitution, I feel that corporate speech 
was never meant to be protected and extend-
ing Constitutional safeguards to it is corrosive 
to our democracy. By providing unprecedented 
transparency, H.R. 5175 goes a long way to 
hold corporations who participate in U.S. elec-
tions accountable to the American people. 

At its core, H.R. 5175 protects the constitu-
tional right of voters to know the identity of the 
organizations spending money to influence 
their elections and the sources of the money 
they are spending. 

Without the establishment of strong new dis-
closure rules, the Supreme Court’s decision in 
Citizens United v. FEC will give corporations 
incredible power to influence elections. That is 
why I believe that H.R. 5175 is necessary to 
ensure that people know who is trying to influ-
ence our country’s elections. 

I also believe that this legislation prevents 
those who should not interfere in our elec-
tions, such as corporations controlled by for-
eign interests, from doing so. 

This legislation strikes the appropriate bal-
ance and I urge my colleagues to support this 
important measure. 

f 

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES 
LEGRAND LEWIS 

HON. CORRINE BROWN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 29, 2010 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, I rise at this time to honor the life of 
Charles Legrand Lewis. He was the father of 
a former Military Fellow in my office and cur-
rent Army Lieutenant Colonel, Patrick Lewis. 
His father, Charles Legrand Lewis, at age 69, 
of Oceanside, California, died peacefully, Sun-
day, May 2, 2010, at Tri-City Medical Center, 
Oceanside, California, surrounded by his fam-
ily. 

He was born in Elizabethtown, North Caro-
lina, on March 9, 1941, to the late Charlie 
Roundtree and Ada Mervell Lewis. Also pre-
ceding him in death was his brother, Harold 
Lewis. 

Legrand, as he was known, graduated from 
Frederick Douglass High School in Baltimore, 
Maryland class of 1959, where he was an avid 
trumpet player in the school band. After grad-
uation he attended a printing apprenticeship 
program at Westinghouse in Baltimore, where 
he began his 45-year commercial photog-
rapher career in the printing industry. 

Legrand’s career lead him to New York 
where he met his wife of over 40 years Ber-
nice Lewis, of Wilson, North Carolina. They 
later moved to Philadelphia, Pennsylvania and 
then Willingboro, New Jersey, where they 
raised two children until they moved to Ocean-
side, California, where they prepared for retire-
ment. 

After retirement Legrand enjoyed wearing 
baseball caps and driving his convertible top 
down, no matter how cold or hot it was. He 
enjoyed his family and friends and was affec-
tionately known as ‘‘Pop Pop’’ by his grand-
children. He also enjoyed meeting and sharing 
life stories with everyone he met. He always 
told a good story and was a kind and gentle 
man. He will be missed greatly by his family 
and everyone who knew him. 

Legrand is survived by his wife, Bernice 
Lewis; brother, Frank Lewis, Baltimore, MD; 
sister Candy Woingust, Baltimore, MD; four 
children (two children from previous marriage), 
son, Andre Whitt, Los Angeles, CA; daughter, 
Lavern Whitt, Los Angeles, CA; son Patrick 
Lewis, Lorton, VA; daughter Stephanie Lewis, 
Philadelphia, PA; seven grandchildren; Jas-
mine Lewis, Dominque Lewis, Jade Lewis, Taj 
Whitt, Tyler Whitt, Freedom Lewis, Victorie 
Lewis; one great grandchild, J’leigh Lewis, and 
a host of nieces, nephews, and cousins. 
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